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Monarchy has been harmful(1) for former colonies and those who live in its gilded cage(2). It’s 
time to imagine a future without it. I live at the crossroads of the Commonwealth. My home 5 
is Canada, where First Nations people have called on King Charles to renounce the Doctrine of 
Discovery as his first official act. This law sanctioned the colonial possession of Indigenous 
lands and has justified violence against Indigenous people. I live in the French-speaking 
province of Quebec, which was ceded to the British empire in 1763. Here, the proposed 
abolition of the role of “lieutenant-governor”, the crown’s provincial representative, is a 10 
flashpoint (3) in the upcoming election. And I am also a member of the Caribbean diaspora, a 
region that was violently pulled into the production of sugar to satisfy the bourgeois tastes of 
the British empire. To this day, the Caribbean bears (4) the scars of Indigenous genocide, 
slavery, indentureship (5) and colonialism. 
For the people of formerly colonised countries, the monarchy is not a neutral institution. It is 15 
the embodiment of imperial legacies that benefited Britain at the expense of its colonies, and 
played an active role in the slave trade. Queen Elizabeth I financially backed slave-trading 
voyages, and by the 17th-century King Charles II granted royal approval to the Company of 
Adventurers of London Trading to the Ports of Africa, marking the moment at which 
transatlantic slavery officially began. In the mid-20th century, when Caribbean countries were 20 
agitating for independence, the British government, under prime minister Winston Churchill, 
sent warships to British Guiana, a member of the Commonwealth, and openly removed an 
elected government in 1953. Even after Caribbean countries achieved independence, many 
remained members of the Commonwealth, retained colonial curriculums in their schools, and 
were sold consumer dreams by companies bearing royal warrants (6). Yet these associations 25 
did little to protect these member states. Indeed, when Grenada was invaded by the US in 
1983, Britain did not intervene. 
For remembering this history just when the Queen’s coffin is travelling through Britain, I might 
be accused by some of speaking ill of the dead. The media have been dominated by reverential 
comments and melancholic coverage. Some have focused not on the Queen as the personal 30 
embodiment of empire, but rather as the figurehead of political institutions (in Canada, for 
example, the media seem concerned about whether the Bank of Canada will change the look 
of its currency to reflect the King’s accession). 
The monarchy has been politically and economically devastating for former colonies. (…) 
Britain and the Commonwealth now have a new king. What else has died with Elizabeth? 35 
Barbados recently made the landmark decision to free itself of imperial bonds by removing 
the Queen as head of state. (…) 
Across the Caribbean, countries such as Jamaica, the Bahamas and Belize are calling for 
reparations. These demands were only accelerated after the disastrous visit of Prince William 
and Kate earlier this year. Such reparations would mean not just an apology, but distributive 40 
justice between so-called developed and developing countries. Integral to reparations is the 
idea of repairing unequal, one-sided relationships. 
In his first address to the British nation and Commonwealth “realms”, Charles said 
“relationships change, friendship endures”. Yet friendship requires accountability, especially 
when there’s a power imbalance – such as when one side speaks of service and duty but such 45 
aspirations remain unfulfilled. Surely in 2022, 70 years after his mother ascended the throne 
in 1952, we have a more nuanced and accurate understanding of these issues. What might 

https://www.theguardian.com/profile/nalini-mohabir
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cbc.ca%2Fnews%2Fcanada%2Fbritish-columbia%2Findigenous-communities-bc-monarchy-reconciliation-queens-death-1.6578284&data=05%7C01%7Cnalini.mohabir%40concordia.ca%7Ca1a5f5730bfc4c72601808da94b9874e%7C5569f185d22f4e139850ce5b1abcd2e8%7C0%7C0%7C637985821815455206%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kTmq4pYDnb1m5k0CinEbyi8cyGEL7%2FBKUnOiXj8usNA%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cbc.ca%2Fnews%2Fcanada%2Fmontreal%2Fquebec-queen-elizabeth-death-1.6579266&data=05%7C01%7Cnalini.mohabir%40concordia.ca%7Ca1a5f5730bfc4c72601808da94b9874e%7C5569f185d22f4e139850ce5b1abcd2e8%7C0%7C0%7C637985821815455206%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VLZrpJcnBrlDCrknu1SpnB1KjHs7Li7bVfgWg0ek%2BYw%3D&reserved=0
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/nov/21/carribean-prince-harry-slavery-slave-trade-meghan-markle-royalty
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/nov/21/carribean-prince-harry-slavery-slave-trade-meghan-markle-royalty
https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/charter-granted-to-the-company-of-royal-adventurers-of-england-relating-to-trade-in-africa-1663
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theguardian.com%2Fcommentisfree%2F2020%2Foct%2F30%2F1953-britain-guyana&data=05%7C01%7Cnalini.mohabir%40concordia.ca%7Ca1a5f5730bfc4c72601808da94b9874e%7C5569f185d22f4e139850ce5b1abcd2e8%7C0%7C0%7C637985821815455206%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oHGvRFerh2u%2FLiINev%2FWDqu6e6MixN%2BlqdYuHVOiMvI%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cbc.ca%2Fnews%2Fcanada%2Fking-charles-canadian-money-1.6578839&data=05%7C01%7Cnalini.mohabir%40concordia.ca%7Ca1a5f5730bfc4c72601808da94b9874e%7C5569f185d22f4e139850ce5b1abcd2e8%7C0%7C0%7C637985821815455206%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HPpMwZyLxgfwBl5sd%2BBgEK9opo%2B212COgIucBipDb%2BU%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cbc.ca%2Fnews%2Fcanada%2Fking-charles-canadian-money-1.6578839&data=05%7C01%7Cnalini.mohabir%40concordia.ca%7Ca1a5f5730bfc4c72601808da94b9874e%7C5569f185d22f4e139850ce5b1abcd2e8%7C0%7C0%7C637985821815455206%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HPpMwZyLxgfwBl5sd%2BBgEK9opo%2B212COgIucBipDb%2BU%3D&reserved=0
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/nov/30/at-the-stroke-of-midnight-barbados-becomes-the-worlds-newest-republic
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/nov/30/at-the-stroke-of-midnight-barbados-becomes-the-worlds-newest-republic
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2022/mar/25/william-and-kate-caribbean-tour-slavery-reparations-royals
https://caricom.org/caricom-ten-point-plan-for-reparatory-justice/
https://caricom.org/caricom-ten-point-plan-for-reparatory-justice/
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theguardian.com%2Fuk-news%2F2022%2Fsep%2F09%2Fking-charles-address-to-the-nation-in-full&data=05%7C01%7Cnalini.mohabir%40concordia.ca%7Ca1a5f5730bfc4c72601808da94b9874e%7C5569f185d22f4e139850ce5b1abcd2e8%7C0%7C0%7C637985821815455206%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UamLEzShNTcrW2hI1GSUa7ZJRwqwB3wQuR6FavJiwUg%3D&reserved=0


duty look like if we understood that debts need to be paid and apologists held accountable? 
What might public service mean if we understood that imperial attitudes and monarchic 
institutions must be abolished for an alternative future to be born? 50 
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(1) Dangerous 
(2) A luxurious environment but with no or little freedom 
(3) Flashpoint – controversial issue 
(4) To bear – to carry 
(5) Indentureship – being obliged to be a servant (in exchange for transport for 

example) 
(6) A royal warrant allows companies to show the royal sign on their products  

 
 


